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Public  Health  Department, 
West  House,  Penarth. 


To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Penarth  Urban  District  Council. 

Mrs.  Rogers  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1950, 
prepared  on  the  lines  indicated  in  Circular  2/50  (Wales)  of  the 
Welsh  Board  of  Health.  The  report  includes  a record  of  the 
work  done  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

A perusal  of  the  Tables  of  Vital  Statistics  shows  that  the 
health  of  the  community  as  a whole  was  satisfactory  and  that 
no  serious  outbreak  of  any  Infectious  Disease  occurred. 

The  cases  of  bacillary  dysentery  shown  were  those 
discovered  following  an  investigation  of  an  outbreak  of  sonne 
dysentery,  which  was  described  in  my  Report  for  1949. 

The  two  cases  of  Food-Poisoning  occurred  in  one  house- 
hold, and  the  infection  may  have  contributed  to  the  death  of  one 
elderly  woman  who  was  bedridden  and  debilitated.  Samples  of 
the  probable  vehicles  of  infection  could  not  be  obtained.  The 
responsible  organisms  were  Salmonella  typhi-murium. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  figure,  the  lowest  in  the  County, 
shares  pride  of  place  with  two  other  Glamorgan  authorities 
(Page  8). 

Reference  to  Page  14  shows  that  the  problem  of  that 
scourge  of  mankind,  Tuberculosis,  is  still  a grave  one.  The 
outlook  in  this  disease  however  is  now  far  more  promising,  as 
earlier  diagnosis,  often  following  Mass  Radiography,  together 
with  improved  methods  of  treatment  both  medical  and  surgical 
have  greatly  increased  the  hope  of  arresting  or  curing  the  disease. 
On  the  preventive  side  the  introduction  of  a vaccine,  known  as 
B.C.G.  particularly  for  the  new-born  children  of  a tuberculous 
parent,  gives  great  promise  of  reducing  the  incidence  of  contact 
tuberculosis. 

A Mass  Radiography  Unit  visited  the  town  for  a period  of 
two  weeks  during  May  and  June  and  details  of  this  are  shown 
on  Page  14. 

The  great  reduction  in  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  and 
the  advent  of  the  “Sulpha”  group  of  drugs  and  more  recently 
the  Antibiotics  such  as  Penicillin  has  considerably  increased  the 
expectation  of  life,  i.e.,  a much  higher  proportion  of  the  population 
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is  now  reaching  an  age  in  excess  of  three  score  and  ten.  This 
has  brought  with  it  new  problems,  such  as  the  care  of  the  elderly 
when  feeble  or  in  ill  health,  particularly  during  the  winter  period 
with  its  high  incidence  of  respiratory  disease.  Difficulties  have 
occurred  when  the  general  medical  practitioner  has  failed  to 
obtain  hospital  admission  for  the  elderly  sick  as  the  demand 
for  beds  was  in  excess  of  those  available.  The  Home  Nursing 
and  Home  Help  services  of  the  County  Council  have  done  a 
great  deal  towards  alleviating  these  problems,  but  as  long  as 
there  is  insufficient  hospital  accommodation  for  the  elderly  sick, 
certain  difficulties  remain.  There  appears  to  be  a need  for 
expansion  of  these  domiciliary  services,  possibly  by  establishing 
a sitter-in  or  night-help  service  in  necessitous  cases.  Voluntary 
organisations  could  organise  such  a service,  but  taking  everything 
into  consideration  I am  of  the  opinion  that  such  night-helps 
should  receive  payment. 

The  Hot-meals  service  provided  by  the  Women’s  Voluntary 
Service,  (two  hot  meals  a week)  during  the  winter  months,  is  a 
great  help  to  those  who  due  to  infirmity  and  other  causes  find  it 
difficult  to  do  their  shopping  and  look  after  themselves  adequately. 

A comparison  of  certain  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  1900 
and  1950  makes  interesting  reading.  (Page  15).  The  outstanding 
feature  is  the  great  reduction  in  Infantile  Mortality.  In  1900 
approximately  1 in  8 of  babies  born,  died  before  reaching  the  age 
of  12  months,  whereas  in  1950  this  has  been  reduced  to  approxi- 
mately 1 in  40. 

This  great  improvement  is  one  of  the  outstanding  features 
of  Public  Health  progress  particularly  during  the  last  decade  with 
the  advent  of  the  “Sulpha”  group  of  drugs  and  more  recently  the 
more  dramatic  benefits  in  certain  diseases  of  the  Antibiotics 
such  as  Penicillin,  Streptomycin  and  others. 

The  reduction  in  the  incidence  and  fatalities  of  certain 
infectious  disease  is  also  impressive  (Page  13).  Scarlet  Fever 
is  no  longer  a killing  disease  and  indeed  is  comparatively  mild 
and  such  a high  incidence  of  Diphtheria  as  in  1900  would  horrify 
us  today. 

The  Vaccination  state  against  Small  pox  in  this  country  has 
reached  a low  level  and  the  unfortunate  deaths  resulting  from 
minor  outbreaks  of  this  disease  in  England  during  1950  should 
be  of  value  in  reminding  the  public  of  the  importance  of  this 
prophylactic  process. 

No  action  was  taken  under  Section  47  of  the  National 
Assistance  Act  1948  during  the  year  i.e.,  the  compulsory  removal 
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on  a Court  Order  of  persons  incapable  of  taking  adequate  care 
of  themselves  i.e.,  “are  unable  to  devote  to  themselves,  and  are 
not  receiving  from  other  persons,  proper  care  and  attention.” 

With  regard  to  Smoke  Nuisance,  lower  Penarth  has  suffered 
for  many  years  from  the  deposit  of  a fine  greyish  grit  and 
occasionally  unpleasant  fumes  from  nearby  works.  It  is  hoped 
that  the  machinery  to  reduce  or  abolish  this  nuisance  will  be 
installed  in  the  near  future. 

A close  watch  was  kept  on  the  standard  of  cleanliness  and 
methods  employed  in  the  manufacture,  preparation  and  sale  of 
food  including  ice-cream  during  the  year  and  the  opportunity 
taken  to  correct  and  instruct  where  the  need  was  obvious.  The 
results  of  Laboratory  examination  of  Ice-cream  samples  showed 
a marked  improvement  on  previous  years. 

This  authority  may  well  be  proud  of  the  number  of  new 
houses  built  during  the  year,  the  majority  being  three  bedroomed 
houses  (Page  15).  During  the  year  75  families  were  installed  in 
new  houses  apart  from  those  who  obtained  licences  to  build 
their  own. 

There  appears  to  be  a need  in  the  district  for  some  accom- 
modation for  elderly  couples,  whose  numbers  will  tend  to  increase 
as  the  years  go  by  following  the  increased  expectation  of  life  now 
evident,  preferably  one  or  two  bedroomed  bungalows  or  flats. 
I am  of  the  opinion  that  where  possible  these  should  be  built  in 
small  groups  in  parts  of  the  town  in  which  the  old  folk  have 
been  accustomed  to  live.  Some  concentration  of  this  group  in 
the  community  will  also  make  it  easier  for  the  Home  Nursing 
and  Home  Help  Services. 

I was  appointed  Divisional  Medical  Officer  to  the  South 
East  Division  of  the  Glamorgan  County  Council  in  July  and 
commenced  duties  in  September,  1950.  Your  Council  very 
kindly  agreed  to  the  continuance  of  my  appointment  as  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  the  Glamorgan  County  Council  to  my 
holding  a mixed  appointment,  which  appears  to  be  a very 
satisfactory  arrangement. 

In  conclusion,  I desire  to  thank  the  staff  for  their  work 
and  support  at  all  times  and  my  colleagues  in  other  departments 
for  their  co-operation. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  TREVOR  THOMAS. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


Area  (including  fore-shore) 
Population  (census  1931) 
Population  (mid-year  1950) 
Number  of  inhabited  houses 
Rateable  value 
Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate 


. .2,508  acres 
17,110 
18,420 
4,986 
. £134,312 

£529 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Total 

280 

6 


Male 

144 

3 


Female 

136 

3 


Number  of  live  births  (legitimate) 

Number  of  live  births  (illegitimate) 

Birth  Rate  of  Estimated  Population  15.5 

Number  of  still  births  (legitimate)  . . . . 2 1 

Number  of  still  births  (illegitimate)  ..  ..  — — - 

Still  birth  rate  6.9  per  1,000  births,  and  0.10  per  1.000  estimated  population. 
Number  of  deaths  129  males,  1 1 1 females,  240  total. 

Death  rate  estimated  resident  population  . . . . 13.02  per  1,000 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepis 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes 


Nil. 

Nil. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATES. 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ..  ..  ..  ..  24 

Number  of  deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  . . . . . . Nil. 

Number  of  deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  . . . . Nil. 

Number  of  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  . . 1 


COMPARATIVE  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Table  I.  Shows  the  Birth  and  Death  Rates  for  the  past  10  years  in  England 
and  Wales,  Glamorgan  and  Penarth. 


TABLE  1. 


BIRTHS 

DEATHS 

Birth  Rate  pe 

i 

r 1,000  Populate 

i 

>i 

Under  1 Year 

At  All  Ages 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Rate 

England 

Glamor- 

Rate  per 

per 

Year 

No. 

Penarth 

and 

gan 

No. 

1,000 

No.  1 ,000 

Wales 

Births 

Pop. 

Registered 

1941 

229 

14.6 

14.2 

16.7 

1 1 

48 

240  15.2 

1942 

248 

15.9 

15.8 

18.2 

10 

40 

191  12.3 

1943 

266 

17.4 

16.5 

18.4 

13 

49 

199  13.0 

1944 

277 

18.1 

17.6 

19.4 

6 

22 

223  14,6 

1945 

223 

14.3 

16.1 

18.1 

7 

31 

205  13.1 

1946 

312 

18.7 

19.1 

19.4 

10 

32 

215  12.9 

1947 

377 

21.8 

20.5 

20.8 

16 

42 

224  18.8 

1948 

312 

17.5 

17.9 

18.9 

7 

22 

208  111  .7 

1949 

292 

16.2 

16.7 

17.1 

8 

27 

213  | 11.8 

1950 

286 

15.5 

15.8 

16.1 

7 

24 

240  1 13 

7 


r> 

Table  II  shows  the  number  of  Births  and  the  Infantile 
Mortality  Rate  for  the  County  and  District  of  Glamorgan  during 
1950. 


TABLE  II. 


Number 

Deaths 

Rate  per 

District 

of 

under 

1,000 

Births 

1 year 

Births 

Administrative  County 

of  Glamorgan  . . 

11,920 

467 

39 

Aberdare 

548 

18 

32 

Barry 

705 

17 

24 

Bridgend 

236 

9 

38 

Caerphilly 

769 

42 

54 

Cowbridge 

1 1 

— 

— 

Gelligaer 

708 

26 

36 

Glyncorrwg  . . 

179 

13 

72 

Llwchwr 

363 

12 

33 

Maesteg 

425 

19 

44 

Mountain  Ash 

514 

25 

48 

Neath  Borough 

507 

14 

27 

Ogmore  and  Garw  . . 

353 

16 

45 

Penarth 

286 

7 

24 

Pontypridd 

600 

31 

51 

Porthcawl 

125 

3 

24 

Port  Talbot  Borough 

739 

25 

33 

Rhondda 

1,802 

82 

45 

Total  for  District  . . 

8,870 

359 

40 
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CAUSE  OF  DEATH  DURING  1950. 


Cause  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

1. 

Tuberculosis  respiratory 

4 

— 

2. 

Tuberculosis  other  . . • • 

, . 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

• • 

4. 

Diphtheria . . 

• • 

5. 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections 

. . 

7. 

Acute  poliomyelitis  . . 

, . 

8. 

Measles 

, , 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

. . 

1 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

3 

— 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  bronchus 

7 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm  breast  . . 

. . 

3 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm  uterus  . . 

. . 

3 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms 

8 

4 

1 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

. . 

16. 

Diabetes 

1 

20 

— 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

27 

18. 

Coronary  disease  angina 

20 

15 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

5 

3 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

11 

1 6 

21. 

Other  Circulatory  disease 

4 

9 

22. 

Influenza  . . 

2 

3 

23. 

Pneumonia 

— 

1 

24. 

Bronchitis  . . 

13 

1 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

2 

1 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

5 

— 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

2 

2 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

4 

— 

30. 

Pregnancy  childbirth  abortion 

. . — 

1 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

2 

— 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

11 

17 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

3 

1 

34. 

All  other  accidents  . . 

1 

1 

35. 

Suicide 

1 

1 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

All  Causes 

. . 129 

Ill 

Total 

240 

9 


Cases. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


During  the  year  the  following  cases  were  notified: — 


Pneumonia 
Scarlet  Fever 
Erysipelas 

Enteric  or  Typhoid 
Fever 

Whooping  Cough . . 
Measles 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

Dysentery 
Paratyphoid  Fever 
Food  Poisoning  . . 
Acute  Poliomyelitis: 
Paralitic 

Non-Paralitic  . . 


58 

34 

2 


including  21  from  Llandough  Hospital 


54 

186 


1 

7 


yy 
y i 
y t 


yy  yy 

y : yy 


yy 


y y 


y y 


y y 


4 

31 

1 

4 


y y 
yy 
yy 


3 „ 

y y 


yy  yy 

yy  yy 


2 


yy 

yy 


yy  yy 

yy  yy 


2 

3 


yy 


yy  yy  yy 

yy  yy  yy 


Of  the  above  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  the  following  were 
admitted  to  Isolation  Hospitals. 


Scarlet  Fever  . . 

Acute  Poliomyelitis: 
Paralitic 

Acute  Poliomyelitis: 
Non-Paralitic 

Pneumonia 
Dysentery 
Whooping  Cough 
Paratyphoid  Fever 
Meningococcal  Infection 


14 

2 

2 

7 

2 

1 

1 

1 
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DISINFECTION. 


Disinfection  of  Clothing,  Bedding,  etc.  where  necessary  was 
carried  out  by  arrangement  with  the  Cardiff  Health  Authority. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act  1948  arrangement 
for  this  became  the  responsibility  of  the  Glamorgan  County 
Council,  and  Immunisation  has  been  carried  out  as  formerly 
at  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinics,  and  at  the  schools. 

During  the  year  173  Infants  were  immunised. 


Year 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 


No.  of  Cases 
113 
65 
91 
23 
Nil 
5 
2 
5 
2 
2 
5 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


No.  of  Deaths. 
4 
2 
2 
3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

The  following  pathological  and  bacteriological  examinations 
were  made  at  the  Cardiff  and  County  Public  Health  Laboratory:— 

Throat  Swabs  . . . . . . 48 

Faeces?  Dysentery  . . . . . . 243 

„ ? Food  Poisoning  . . . . 20 

„ ? Paratyphoid  . . . . . . 15 

Mllk  ••  ••  ..  ..32 

Water  . < 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS). 
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The  figures  shown  under  (1),  (2),  (3)  represent  the  following: 

(1)  Notified  by  Llandough  Hospital. 

(2)  Cases  treated  at  home. 

(3)  Cases  admitted  to  hospital. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  1900  - 1950. 


Disease 

Notifications 

Deaths 

1900 

1950 

1900 

1950 

Scarlet  Fever 

61 

34 

1 

— 

Typhoid  Fever 

9 

— 

4 

— 

Diphtheria  . . 

172 

— 

12 

— 

Erysipelas  . . 

7 

2 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever  . . 

2 



2 



Tuberculosis 

Not  known 

22 

15 

4 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  Chest  Physician,  Dr.  S.  H.  Graham  has  kindly 
compiled  the  following  table  in  connection  with  the  treatment  of 
tuberculosis  during  the  year  1950.  The  figures  in  parentheses 
denote  the  corresponding  cases  for  the  year  1949. 

Number  of  new  cases  seen  . . . . . . (306)  . . 245 

Number  found  be  be  suffering  from  Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis..  ..  ..  ..  (15)  ..  11 

Number  found  to  be  suffering  from  non-pulmonary 

Tuberculosis  . . . . . . . . (3)  . . 1 

Number  with  no  evidence  of  Tuberculosis  ..  (283)  ..  206 

Number  still  under  observation  . . . . (29)  . . 25 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

i 

Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 

0—  1 .. 

1—  5 . . 

5—10  .. 

10—15  .. 

15—20  .. 

20—25  .. 

25—35  .. 

35—45  .. 

45—55  .. 

55—65 

Over  65  years  . . 

M 

1 

1 

1 

5 

1 

3 

4 

F M 

2 

2 

F 

1 

M 

2 

2 

F 

M 

F 

Total 

16 

2 2 

1 

4 

- 

- 

- 

18  3 

4 

- 

13 


ADMISSION  TO  TREATMENT. 


ft 


AGE 

PERIODS 

PULMONARY 

i 

NO 

N-PULMONARY 

! 

1-5  5-15 

15  & All 

Over  Ages 

1-5 

5-15 

15  & 
Over 

All 

Ages 

M F j M 

F 

M F M 

F 

M F 

M F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

— 

Institutional  . . 

1 1 

12  1 1 2 

1 

1 

- - | - 

Domiciliary 

1 

> -i' 

1 

1 ~ | ; “ 

Dispensary 

1 1 1 

38  26  39  27 

1-23 

4 

3 

7 

6 

TUBERCULOSIS  NOTIFICATIONS. 
1940—1950. 


Year 

No.  Notified 
Pulmonary 

No.  Notified 
Non  Pulmonary 

Total 

Deaths 

Recorded 

Total 

1940 

17 

7 

24 

9 

1941 

6 

9 

15 

10 

1942 

17 

2 

19 

8 

1943 

15 

7 

22 

8 

1944 

19 

6 

25 

8 

1945 

10 

3 

13 

6 

1946 

15 

5 

20 

6 

1947 

8 

3 

11 

6 

1948 

24 

2 

26 

6 

1949 

16 

6 

22 

6 

1950 

18 

3 

21 

4 

MASS  RADIOGRAPHY  REPORT. 


MAY  AND  JUNE  1950. 


Total  Number  of  Persons  Examined 

2243 

Total  Number  Found  to  be  Abnormal 

102  or  4.5% 

Classification  of  Abnormal  Cases 
(o)  Definite  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

6 or  0.27% 

( b ) Needing  further  observation  for  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis 

15  or  0.67% 

(c)  Other  Abnormalities  of  Chest 

72  or  3.21% 
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TABLE  OF  DEATHS. 


Infantile  Mortality  Rate  i.e. 

Deaths  under  12  Months  per  1,000  Live  Births. 


Year 

Under  1 year 

Rate  per  1,000 

1900 

52 

124 

1950 

7 

24 

HOUSING  STATISTICS  1950. 

Local  Private 
Authority  Licence 

Number  of  Houses  completed  during  1950  66  33 

Number  of  Houses  partly  completed  ..  113  10 

Number  of  families  re-housed  in  New 
Council  Houses  . . . . . . 75 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply. 

The  district  is  within  the  area  of  supply  of  the  City  of  Cardiff, 
and  receives  a constant  service  of  upland  surface  water  from  the 
Brecknock  Beacons. 

By  arrangement  with  the  County  Council  samples  are  taken 
to  the  Cardiff  and  County  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  chemical 
and  bacteriological  examination. 

The  number  of  samples  collected  from  various  points  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors  for  bacteriological  and  chemical  analysis  are 
set  out  hereunder: — 


Type  of 
Sample 

Number 

Taken 

Number 

Satisfactory 

Number 

Unsatisfactory 

Bacteriological 

2 

2 

Nil 

Chemical 

2 

2 

Nil 

Total 

4 

4 

Nil 

15 
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No. 

No. 

No. 

No.  of 

Dwelling- 

Population 

Population 

Persons 

Houses 

supplied  from 

supplied  from 

supplied  by 

served 

Public  Water 
Mains 

Standpipe 

piped  supply 
from  Well 

4,986 

18,415 

Nil 

5 

SWIMMING  BATH. 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  samples  of  the  Swim- 
ming Bath  Water  were  examined  at  the  County  and  Public 
Health  Laboratory  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  degree  of  Chlorination  of  the  water  is  frequently  and 
quickly  checked  by  a simple  colorimetric  method  by  the  Baths 
Superintendent.  The  “turn-over  period”  of  the  Bath  water 
when  necessary  can  be  reduced  to  under  4 hours,  which  is 
regarded  as  satisfactory. 

SCHOOLS. 

Situated  in  the  District  are  the  following  schools: — 

Penarth  County  Grammar  School.  Cogan  Council  School. 
Victoria  Council  School.  Penarth  C.  of  E.  School. 

Albert  Road  Council  School.  Penarth  R.C.  School. 

All  the  schools  are  provided  with  a constant  supply  of  pure 
water,  good  drainage  and  sanitary  fittings,  urinals,  etc.,  which  are 
flushed  with  automatic  tanks. 

VERMINOUS  INFESTATION. 

Owing  to  the  infestation  of  bugs,  etc.,  the  Council  has  found 
it  necessary  to  make  provisions  for  the  disinfestation  at  a minimum 
charge  of  £1  Is.  Od.  per  house. 

During  the  year  8 privately  owned  dwelling-houses  were 
found  to  be  infested  and  were  subsequently  dealt  with. 

SUPERVISION  AND  INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES 
Milk. 

The  16  purveyors  of  milk  in  the  district  are  made  up  as  follows: 
Producers  . . • • • • 9 

Producer/Retailers  . . • • 5 

Other  Retailers  . . . . • • 8 

Non-resident  Retailers  . . . • 3 
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Close  supervision  was  maintained  by  the  Inspectors  on 
Milk  Distributors  and  all  dairy  premises  (other  than  dairy  farms). 

Designated  Milk. 


Samples 
taken  by 

— 

No.  of 
Samples 

Number 

Satisfactory 

Number 

Unsatisfactory 

Sanitary  Inspectors 

18 

15 

3 

Undesignated  Milk. 

Samples 
taken  by 

No.  of 
Samples 

Number 

Satisfactory 

Number 

Unsatisfactory 

Sanitary  Inspectors 

7 

6 

1 

Samples  tested  for  the  presence 

of  Tubercle  Bacilli. 

Samples 
taken  by 

No.  of 
Samples 

Number 

Satisfactory 

Number 

Unsatisfactory 

Sanitary  Inspectors 

7 

7 

Nil 

There  are  ten  farms  in  the  district,  the  cowsheds  of  which 
are  fitted  with  modern  drinking  bowls  for  each  cow,  and  are 
served  by  a constant  water  supply. 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

There  are  17  butchers’  shops  in  the  district,  and  all  shops  and 
vehicles  to  which  the  meat  regulations  apply  were  frequently 
inspected  and  surveyed. 

During  the  year  the  following  articles  of  food  were  upon 
examination  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  were 
voluntarily  surrendered  from  shops  in  the  town. 
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Apple  Puree 

7 tins 

Marmalade 

17  tins 

Apples 

2 tins 

Meat  Extract 

1 tin 

Asparagus  Tips 

4 tins 

Mincemeat 

1 tin 

Anchovy  Paste 

1 tin 

Meat  & Gravey 

3 tins 

Apricots 

4 tins 

Mixed  Peel 

7 boxes 

Beef  

6844  lbs. 

Mock  Turtle  Soup 

1 tin 

Brawn 

6 lbs. 

Mixed  Vegetables 

17  tins 

Beans  

49  tins 

Mutton 

46  lbs. 

Broth 

6 tins 

Macaroni 

1 lb. 

Beetroot 

28  tins 

Ovaltine 

1 tin 

Beef  Cereal 

1 tin 

Olives 

1 tin 

Blackberries 

1 tin 

Onions 

9 btls. 

Beef  & Pork  Loaf 

15  tins 

Oranges 

5 tins 

Crayfish  

1 tin 

Ox  Tongue 

8 lbs. 

Corned  Beef 

6 lbs. 

Ox  Cheek 

21  lbs. 

Cooking  Fat  

1 1 lbs. 

Orange  Juice 

4 tins 

Chocolate  Rolls 

42 

Peas 

134  tins 

Cooked  Ham 

8 lbs. 

Picnic  Hams 

2 tins 

Crab 

3 tins 

Potted  Meat 

5 tins 

Chopped  Pork 

32  tins 

Pilchards 

14  tins 

Carrots 

22  tins 

Piccallilli  

8 jars 

Celery  Tips 

1 tin 

Pickles  

17  tins 

Celery  Salt 

I tin 

Plums  

40  tins 

Cherries 

1 tin 

Pineapples 

9 tins 

Cake  & Flour  Mixture 

167  pkts. 

Pineapple  Juice 

6 tins 

Cheese 

I 9boxes 

Peaches 

40  tins 

Crawfish 

5 tins 

Pork 

98  lbs. 

Danish  Pork 

13  tins 

Pork 

17  tins 

Date  Pudding 

6 tins 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat 

12  tins 

Dried  Milk 

73  tins 

Pears 

1 tin 

Evaporated  Milk 

253  tins 

Runner  Beans 

4 tins 

Fish  Paste 

7 tins 

Rhubarb 

5 tins 

Flour  

18  lbs. 

Raspberries 

1 tin 

Fish  Cakes 

1 tin 

Soup 

52  tins 

Fish  

43  lbs. 

Spaghetti 

7 tins 

Goose  

64  lbs. 

Shrimps 

5 tins 

Grane  Fruit  Marmalade  3 tins 

Stewed  Steak 

2 tins 

Grape  Fruit  Juice 

6 tins 

Spinach  & Tomatoes 

8 tins 

Grapes 

25  tins 

Sauce 

3 Btls. 

Herrings 

2 tins 

Sausages 

3 tins 

Herring  Roes 

178  tins 

Salmon 

39  tins 

Horseradish  Cream 

3 tins 

Salmon  Spread 

1 tin 

Jam 

36  tins 

Sardines 

947  tins 

Kipper  Paste 

19  tins 

Tomatoes 

140  tins 

Lamb 

15  lbs. 

Tomato  Juice 

1 1 tins 

Lobster  Jelly 

1 tin 

Toffee 

12  lbs. 
1 tin 

Lobster 

1 tin 

Vegetables  Soup 

Luncheon  Meat 

63  tins 

Veal  & Ham  Loaf 

1 1 tins 

Lemon  Squash 
Minced  Beef  Loaf 

17  btls. 
63  tins 

Xmas  Puddings 

7 tins 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  routine  inspection 
work  performed  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors: — 


GENERAL  SANITARY  WORK. 


Accumulations  . . . . . . . . . . 22 

Animals  kept  . . . . . . . . . . 28 

Cesspools  . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 

Closets  Water  . . . . . . . . . . 258 

Complaints  . . . . . . . . . . 560 

Dirty  Houses  . . . . . . . . . . 38 

Drains — Existing  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  137 

„ Obstructed  . . . . . . . . 76 

,,  Relaid  . . . . . . . . . . 17 

,,  Smoke  Tested  . . . . . . . . 52 

Infectious  Disease  . . . . . . . . . . 38 

Interviews  . . . . . . . . . , 847 

Public  and  Private  Conveniences  . . . . . . 66 

Rooms  Disinfected  . . . . . . . . . . 33 

Rats  and  Mice  . . . . . . . . . . 968 

Schools  . . . . . . . . # _ 3q 

Smoke  Observations  . . . . . . 1 

Smoke  Special  Visits  . . . . . . 1 

Verminous  Premises  ..  ..  ..  100 

Miscellaneous  Visits  . . . . . . 599 

Cinemas  ..  ..  90 


HOUSING. 

Houses  Inspected 
Houses  Re-inspected 


FACTORIES. 

Factories—  Mechanical 
„ Non-mechanical 
Bakehouses 
Laundries 


131 

109 

53 

8 
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MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTIONS. 


«s 

Meat  and  Food  Inspections  ..  ..  316 

Shops — Meat  . . . . . . 250 

» Fish  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..143 

,,  General  Provisions  . . . . . . _ _ 206 

„ Other  ..  ..  ..  . . . . 159 

Food  Preparation  Premises  . . . . . . 247 

Dairies  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  . . j 26 

Samples — Milk  Bacteriological  . . . . . , 25 

Ice  Cream  Premises  . . . . . . . . 28 


HOUSING  STATISTICS,  1950. 

I.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  . . . . . . . . 569 

(2)  Total  number  of  dwellings  found  not  to  be  in  all 

respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  . . 340 

(3)  Number  of  defective  dwellings  rendered  fit  in 

consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  . . . . . . 307 

(4)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ..  ..  191 

( b ) Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(1)  By  Owners  ..  ..  ..  ..  23 

(2)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . . 3 
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^PROCEEDINGS  UNDER  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 

(5)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
informal  notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to 
be  remedied..  ..  ••  ••  149 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  notice: — 

(1)  By  Owners,  following  informal  notice  ..  116 

(2)  By  Owners,  following  formal  notice  . . 12 

(3)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . . 3 

Proceedings  under  section  1 1 and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1 936,  and  section  1 2 of  the  Housing  Act : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

demolition  orders  were  made  . . . . 3 

(2)  Number  of  closing  orders  made  . . . . Nil 

THE  NUMBER  OF  NOTICES  SERVED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

Informal,  Public  Health  Act,  1936  ..  - ..  149 

Statutory,  Public  Health  Act,  1936  ..  ..  ..  16 

Informal,  Housing  Act,  1936  ..  ..  ..  191 

Statutory,  Housing  Act,  1936  ..  ..  ..  23 

Informal,  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919  ..  Nil 

Statutory,  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919  ..  Nil 

Result  of  Service. 

Number  of  complaints  received  and  dealt  with  . . 560 

Verbal  intimation  resulted  in  a considerable  amount  of  work 
being  executed  without  the  need  for  further  action. 

Sanitary  improvements  were  carried  out  and  defects  remedied 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Exterior  Works. 

Roofs  repaired  and  renewed  . . . . . . 76 

Rain  water  pipes  and  eaves  gutters  renewed  and  repaired  40 
Walls — rebuilt  or  repaired  ..  ..  ..  ..  16 

Yard  area  relaid  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  20 

New  Fascia  Boards  provided  . . . . . . 4 

Conservatory  roof  repaired  . . . . . . . . 2 

Boundary  Walls  repaired  . . . . . . . 2 

Chimney  Stacks  Repaired  . . . . . . . . 24 

Exterior  Cement  Rendering  . . . . . . 33 

Defective  Barge  Board  . . . . . . . . 2 

Main  Walls  taken  Down  and  Rebuilt  . . . . . . 4 

Defective  Skylight  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

New  Damp  Course  Provided . . ..  ..  j 
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EXTERIOR  WORKS. 

Front  Entrance  Path  relaid  . . 
New  steps  provided 
Defective  yard  gully 
Soil  pipe  repaired 
Accumulation  of  refuse  cleared 
Walls.  Repointed 

INTERIOR. 


Defective  Washing  Boiler  ..  ..  ..  ..  l 

Obstructed  chimney  flue  . . . . . . . . 4 

Windows  eased  . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Sink  waste  pipes  repaired  . . . . . . . . 5 

Defective  Hearth  . . . . . . . . 1 

New  entrance  doorway  provided  . . . . . . 4 

Balluster  rails  to  stair  repaired  . . . . . . 1 

New  Opening  Fanlight  Fixed . . ..  ..  ..  1 

New  sinks  provided  ..  ..  ..  ..  *12 

Walls  replastered  internally  ..  ..  ..  ..  144 

Fire  grates  repaired  . . . . . . . . 27 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  . . . . . . . . 44 

New  skirting  boards  provided  . . . . . . 8 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  . . . , . . . . 46 

Chimney  Flues  repaired  . . . . . . . . 4 

Windows  and  frames  repaired  ..  ..  ..  112 

Ceilings  renewed  or  replastered  . . . . . . 83 

Stairs  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . 6 

New  Bath  provided  . . . . . . . . 1 

Sashcords  provided  . . . . . . . . 32 

Dampness  in  walls  remedied  . . . . . . 37 

Defective  Mantleshelves  . . . . . . . . 9 

Walls  Limewashed  . . . . . . . . . . 9 

Defective  Oven  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

New  Hot  Water  Tank  . . . . . . . . 1 


4 

4 

3 
1 

4 


DRAINAGE. 

Cesspools  cleared  and  cleansed 

Drains  repaired  and  relaid 

Obstructed  drains  cleared  and  cleansed 

Obstructed  water  closets  cleared 

New  pedestal  water  closet  pans  provided 

New  flushing  tanks  provided 

Flushing  tanks  repaired 

New  manholes  provided 

New  soil  pipes  provided 

Waste  pipes  repaired 

New  water  Service  Pipe 

Defective  Joint  between  Flush  Pipe  and  Water  Closet  renewed 
New  Seat  provided  for  Pedestal  Pan 
Defective  Overflow  Pipe 

99 


20 

17 

76 

6 

25 

5 

2 

1 

2 

5 

1 

16 

2 

1 
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RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT,  1919. 


Infestation  Order,  1943. 

The  following  shows  the  amount  of  routine  work  carried  out 


and  the  results  achieved. 

Number  of  visits  to  rat  infested  premises  . . . . 968 

Number  of  interviews  given  . . . . . . 335 

Number  of  reservoir  infestations  found  . . . . Nil 

Number  of  major  infestations  found  . . . . . . Nil 

Number  of  minor  infestations  found  . . . . 224 

Number  of  Complaints  dealt  with  . . . . . . 306 


Surface  Campaign. 

The  work  of  Rodent  Control  has  continued  in  a satisfactory 
manner  during  the  year  and  968  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  by 
the  Inspectors  and  Rodent  Operative  and  as  a result  224  infestations 
were  subsequently  dealt  with. 

The  methods  used  for  rat  destruction  by  the  Department 
are  those  laid  down  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

As  in  the  previous  years  the  main  surface  infestations 
were  found  in  premises  where  a food  supply  was  available, 
more  especially  in  and  around  private  premises  where  poultry 
was  being  kept  in  back  yards  and  gardens,  and  more  especially 
where  the  poultry  houses  and  runs  were  improperly  constructed. 
It  is  felt  that  this  type  of  infestation  will  be  a constant  source  of 
trouble  until  such  time  as  we  are  allowed  to  adequately  control 
the  keeping  of  animals  by  Local  Bye-laws. 

A number  of  business  premises  were  also  dealt  with  and 
early  report  by  the  proprietors  prevented  any  major  infestation 
occurring  in  this  type  of  premises  during  the  year. 


Sewer  Campaign. 

The  work  of  destroying  the  rodents  in  the  sewers  was 
continued  during  the  year  by  carrying  out  half  yearly  treatments. 
Each  treatment  consisting  of  the  pre-baiting  and  poison  baiting 
ot  over  400  manholes  and  side  entrances  of  the  sewers. 

The  results  obtained  showed  that  systematic  treatment 

out  in1  h^N^^w  JUne  an  additional  treatment  was  carried 
out  in  the  North  Ward  as  it  was  found  that  several  leneths  of 

sewer  showed  consistently  high  pre-bait  takes.  The  Ministry  of 
Agncukure  and  Fisheries  made  certain  recommendations  in  ^his 
direction,  and  these  were  adopted  by  the  Council  and  carried  out 
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